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MceGurn of hurt feelings
and high-school-
ish drama.
Like all kiss and tells,

“Speechless; Tales of a White
House Surviver” is thick with
atmospherics intended to sug-
gest the author’s importance: a
West Wing office, meetings in
the Owal, rides on Air Force
One, etc. Like. most kiss and
tells too, it’s divided between
hieroes (Mr. Latimer and former
Defense  Secretary  Donald
Rumsfeld) and idiots (pretty
much everyone else). And like
50 many kiss and tells, the tale
of failure, foolishness and van-
ity it reveals is not necessarily
the one the author intends.

As the senior staffer who
brought Matt to the White
House, let me start by adding
some perspective. In a menoir
that takes us from Matt’s c_&gd-

. C =
. D(\" WP
q- J&r \
By Matt Blunt

14 l \ here has been a lot of talk
in Washington about eut-
ting wasteful health-care

spending, but it is froubling that
such talk has not created a sense
of urgency for national tort re-
form. It is especially frustrating
because states have already
shown that curbing junk lawsuits
can cut costs, create johs, and in-
crease the quality of care avail-
able to patients,

I know this because that is
exactly what happened in Mis-
souri when, as governor, I helped
tn enact comprehensive reforms.

I took office in January 2005
at a time when runaway lawsuits
were driving up the cost of doing
business in my state and forcing
doctors and other business own-
ers to close their doors. The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Institute
for Legal Reform keeps a list of
states ranked according to their
legal environment. At the time,
Missouri ranked among the 10
worst. )

“Venue-shopping,” a tactic
that involves shifting a case to a
friendly court regardless of
where the injury occurred, was
common. Defendants covld be
made to pay 100% of a judgment
even if they were only 1% re-
sponsible for the injury. And
caps on damages had been ren-
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that he spent the next few weeks

knocking on every door in the
Eisenhower Executive Office
Building, looking for a room suf-
ficiently grand fo display his
large and ever-expanding collec-
tion of framed testimonials to
himself.

Ditte for Air Foree One. Yes,
he was on it, but not because he
was important. To the contrary,
I put him on it because he was
failing. At one point in the
book, he admits that he “never
felt the connection” he was sup-
posed to feel with the president.
Bringing him into the Oval and
getting him on Air Force One
was a (losing) attempt on my
part to get the president to
warm up to him. These are dis-
tasteful things to have to say
publicly about someone who
once worked for you. And I
would have taken them to the
grave had Matt not used these

dered meaningless by state court
decisions.

This legal environment raised
the cost of health care for every-
one and imposed stiff costs on
businesses. It also forced doctors
to close their doors. For example,
the eastern half of Jackson
County, one of Missouri’s largest,
lost its only neurosurgeons in
2003 due to high malpractice in-

_surance costs. Many other parts

of the state suffered from a lack

We showed how

to do malpractice
reform, if Congress

wants a model.

of doctors able to deliver bahies.
One obstetrician who delivered
more than 200 babies annually
was forced to quit after his an-
nual insurance premijums sky-
rocketed 82% in just one year.
IMaking matters worse, faw new
doctors wanted to move to Mis-
souri, One Kansas City area doc-
tor senf letters to more than 400
physicians finishing their resi-
denicies and did not receive a
single response baclk.

To counteract these problems
we required that cases be heard
in the county where the alleged
injury occurred, and we changed

last-minute, high-stakes, prime-
time speech. In his version niost
everyone—the president, eco-
nomics adviser Keith Hen-
nessey, counselor Ed Gillespie,
ete.—rcomes across as a bum-
bling idiot.

I was gone by then, and had
my own doubts ahout some of
the solutions proposed. But 1
also knew Ed and Keith to be
solid free-marketeers, And I had
a better appreciation for the dif-
liculties involved when I ecalled
Ed and he recounted a Roosevelt
Room meeting that had led to
the president’s speech.

In that meeting, the Fed
chairman and the Treasury sec-
retary warned the president that
if he didn't intervene, the glohal
financial system was in danger
of collapsing and America of
plunging into another Great De-
pression. Certainly the decisions

the law so that defendants could
only be foreed to pay a full judg-
ment il thelr fault excesded 50%.

We put a $350,000 cap on
noneconomic damages and cre-
ated rules to prevent baseless
cases from getting off of the
ground. Previously, personal in-
jury lawyers could file cases if
they got a written affidavit from
any qualified health-care pro-
vider claiming lhat there was
negligence. We tightened that by
requiring that the affidavit come
from an active professional prac-
ticing substantially the same
specialty as the defendant.

We also took another com-
mon-sense step. Doctors offen
express empathy to a suffering
patient regardless of fault, Say-
ing you are “sorry” for some-
one’s plight is a testament of
zood character, and should not
be used against you in court. But
tort lawyers were claiming that
such statements were an admis-
sion of guilt. We stopped that
abuse.

Tort reform works. Missouri's
medical malpractice claims are
now at a 30-year low. Average
payouts are about $50,000 helow
the 2005 average., Walpractice
insurers are also turning a profit
for the fifth year in a row—al-
lowing other insurers to compete
for business in Missouri. This
will drive down costs, which will
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concluding trade agreements,
appointing geod judges up and
down the federal bench, and
standing firm on the precicus-
ness of human life—positions
that brought down the derision
and mockery of elites across our
country,

In fairness, it’s not all yucks.
On the day Mr. Rumsfeld resigns,
Matt recounts a scene in the De-
fense secretary’s office. “You
were my star,” (emphasis in the
original) he tells Matt. “And, uh,
I probably never told you that.”
Right there in the secretary’s of-
fice, Matt reports, “I started to
cryt”

Right there too we see Mr.
Busl’s greatest failing: Never did
he ook into young Matthew's
moist eyes and tell him, “You are
my star” If he only had we
would have a wery different
book.
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‘How Missouri Cut Junk Lawsuits

save government programs
money as well as improve the
system for patients. It will also
leave doctors with more re-
sources to invest in better care.

Since 2005, Missowri has
moved up to 31st on the Cham-
her of Commerce Institute for
Legal Reform’s list.

Because we passed tort re-
form, cut taxes and controiled
state spending, Missouri’s econ-
omy is now in better shape than
it would have been. During the
four years I was in office, about
70,000 net new jobs were cre-
ated in my state.

Texas has seen similar suc-
cess from its 2003 Lort reforms.
The numher of doctors applying
for a license in that state has in-
creased by 57% and doctors” in-
surance rates have declined by
an average of 27%. There are
now more doctors in Texas pro-
viding care in previously under-
served areas.

There is no reason that the
suceess that Missouri, Texas and
other states have experienced
cannot be replicated nationally.
States are demonstrating that
tort reform lowers costs, ex-
pands access, and creates jobs.
The time to get hehind national
tort reform is now.

Mr. Blunt, a Republican, is a
former governor of Missourl,



